Our Mission:

To assist students in educational planning by:
setting and reaching academic goals; developing
a positive attitude towards learning; recognizing
and utilizing academic strengths.

To help students grow academically, personally,
and socially: to develop self-knowledge and
making effective decisions; developing
relationship skills by making healthy choices, and
improving responsibility for resolving conflicts.

About Our Services:

1. Educational, college, and career planning &
counseling.

2. Scheduling & orientation of new students.
3. Review of Student’s educational progress.
4. Modification of student’s schedule.

5. Information sharing & consultation with
parents.

6. Guidance career & information center.
7. Referrals to community resources.

8. Student / teacher / parent conferences.

Twelfth Grade: You are almost there! Graduation:
Meet with the guidance counselors to make sure you
have all your requirements for graduation.

Follow these steps to complete the college process:
e Attend college fairs
e Complete college essays (with your English
teachers) — PROOFREAD
e During the fall, complete & send your college
applications
REMEMBER DUE DATES!!
Register and take the October or November SAT
e Complete your FAFSA application on (or after)
January 1
e REMEMBER SCHOOL FAFSA DEADLINES

Athletes: If you plan to play a Division | or Division
11 sport in college, you must be cleared by the NCAA
clearinghouse

e Bring in acceptance letter to the guidance
department... be proud of your accomplishments

o Notify the college/university that you plan to
attend by May 1

o (Notify the colleges/universities that you have
been accepted to, and do not wish to attend,
that you will not be attending their institution)

Alexander Hamilton Jr./S.High Schol
98 South Goodwin Avenue
Elmsford, New York 10523

Phone: (914) 592-7311
Fax: (914) 592-2881
http://www.elmsd.org http://guidance.elmsd.org
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The Counselors:

Mrs. Monica Ahern
School Counselor 7-12
(Students with the last names “M-Z")
mahern@elmsd.org

Ms. Stephanie Luccioni
School Counselor 7-12
(Students with the last names “A-M")
sluccioni@elmsd.org

Mrs. Rosemary Young
Administrative Assistant
ryoung@elmsd.org

Call for assistance with updating student

information, obtaining copies of
students’ transcripts, and making
appointments with counselors.

Office Hours:
7:30 AM — 3:30 PM
Monday — Friday

- Phone: (914) 592-8532
Fax: (914) 592-3343

Seventh & Eighth Grade: Please be on the lookout
for the Hamilton Beacon. The Hamilton Beacon is a
newsletter specifically designed for Middle School
students that is released quarterly. Archived issues
can be found on our website:
http://guidance.elmsd.org

Ninth Grade: Ninth grade is the beginning of your
high school career; it is an exciting and challenging
time! You begin to have more responsibility
academically and personally. As a ninth grader you
should make sure that you always have your
homework written down in your planner. If you are
not in school, make sure to check the Moodle website
or call a friend in the class for missed assignments. A
ninth graders' schedule is very important. They will
be taking English, math, science, social studies,
modern language, physical education plus an art
such as drawing or music to satisfy the state
requirements to graduate. The guidance counselors
visit ninth grade classrooms in the beginning of the
school year to welcome them in to high school and
review graduation requirements. VERY IMPORTANT:
FRESHMEN YEAR GRADES MATTER! These are the
first grades a college will see when you are applying
your senior year.

Tenth Grade: Tenth Grade is a time for career
exploration. Students should begin thinking about
what major they would like to pursue in college.
Guidance counselors will meet with the tenth graders
to review their credits and to make sure that they are
taking the necessary classes such as health, in order
to graduate. Students seeking to take AP European
History must be recommended by their Global 9
teacher. The guidance department suggests that
sophomore students take the PSAT in October with
the juniors. The guidance counselors will be going

into the tenth grade English classes in January to
go over future goals and schedules for the
following year. Students in the tenth grade should
start volunteering and possibly obtain a summer
job to begin their college resume. Becoming part
of a team or club is also a plus!

Eleventh Grade: Eleventh grade is a challenging
and crucial year. Students will review credits with
their guidance counselors, and discuss the option
of participating in college courses at Alexander
Hamilton. Students interested in taking college
level courses must be recommended by their
teacher and take an entrant’s exam.

Eleventh Grade students should follow these steps
to prepare them for the college process:

e Prepare for PSAT in October

e Study for the NYS English Regents

e Meet with your guidance counselor to discuss
your future college plans

e Attend the College Fair @ AHHS in October

e Begin researching colleges & universities on
your own
Sign up for the May SAT and/or June SAT
Take a review class to prepare for the SAT

e Speak to teachers about writing a letter of
recommendation for you

e Over the summer, visit the colleges and/or
universities that you are interested in

http://quidance.elmsd.org




