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We Say Goodbye

he Hamilton community lost a dear friend, fine
student, and beloved classmate in our first week

of school. A'Jenai Young passed away on
September 6, 2007. The following anonymously
written poem expresses how so many of us feel about
her tragic and untimely passing...

LETTING GO

God saw you getting tired

When a cure was not to be,

He closed his arms around you

And whispered, "Come to Me"

In tears we saw you sinking

We watched you fade away

Our hearts were almost broken

You fought so hard to stay

But when we saw you sleeping

So peacefully free from pain

We could not wish you back

To suffer so again.

So keep your arms around her Lord,
And give her special care

Make up for all she suffered and all that seemddiun
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In Memory of a True Angel
Devona Coke ‘09

dealing with Sickle Cell Anemia. As a tribute torhe

memory, compassion, strength, and love for others,
her friends are planning a fundraiser to supporte Th
American Sickle Cell Anemia Association (ASCAA). &h
mission of the organization is to provide qualitpda
comprehensive services through diagnostic testing,
evaluation, counseling and supportive serviceaddviduals
and families at-risk for Sickle Cell Disease. Whgou
donate $2.00 you will receive a star; $5.00 a claud a
donation of $10.00 or more an angel on which yoy mat
your name and/or an inspirational message. We tiwdh
create a “memory wall” that will be displayed odtsiof the
AHHS Library. In memory of a true angel we are agkyou
to donate from your hearts. We plan to begin thefaiser
around the time of A'Jenai’s birthday, which is dary 9
and more information will follow. The gift of lifas a
blessing and through your support we can help $iaes
and improve the quality of life for those living tithis
disease.

Few people were aware that A’'Jenai was courageously



The New Guy

Eugene Bender ‘10

s I'm sure you know we had a new person join the
A Hamilton staff this year. Dr. Hendrickson became

Hamilton's interim principal for the 2007-2008
school year. | interviewed Dr. Hendrickson and dshem
what he thought of the school and it's acceptarfca wew
principal. He said that it's been a very enjoyadstperience
for him. “The students and faculty were very warmd a
welcoming.”

A few of my friends had complained to me about
Dr. Hendrickson’s “new” policies on I-Pods and qgationes.
Here’s the thing: the policies on I-Pods and cdibmes
aren’t new at all. They've been in the student heak long
before Dr. Hendrickson came around! Dr. Hendricksaiu
that he was only enforcing what was already in @labo
further “clear” Dr. Hendrickson’s name, the onlyintp he
changed in the planners that are handed out eashis/¢he
principal’'s message. Also, he asked that the diplom
requirements were double-checked to make sure g
accurate.

“...The policies on cell phones aren’t new at all. €y've
been in the student handbook long before Dr. Herak$on
came around!”

The rule on cell phones in the student handboolkgiwban
be found in the front of your planner, is that “@&r
phones must be turned off when you are in the dchoo
building.”

I-Pods are included under Prohibited Items as
“headsets.” | asked Dr. Hendrickson about the bdigiof
a compromise on the electronic rules, such as ubieq in
study halls. Dr. Hendrickson made two very validngs
One: what if you're texting your friend and he diesis in
the middle of a lesson? And two: that cell phonas laPods
disrupt the academic process. “If you can proventothat
cell phones and I-Pods can improve academics det’buy
cell phones and I[-Pods!” But Dr. Hendrickson
acknowledged that parents like their children taeha way
of getting in contact with them in case of an ereeqy. So
just turn your cell phones off in school! As farlaBods are
concerned Dr. Hendrickson is worried: What are kids
listening to anyway? “Some of what children listen and
not all of it, is about very inappropriate thingack as
abusing women and drug addictions.”

| asked Dr. Hendrickson the burning question about
Class Clash and | learned the dreadful truth... Kigsting!

It's still happening just as it always did. Wheasked him if
it was still happening and that people were so i@drabout
it he said, “Yes, it's still happening! Why woulctancel it?
As far as I've heard it's a tradition here at Haoml and a
positive one.” Dr. Hendrickson also talked aboutvhime
Clash is good for school spirit.

“...I'm not out to get you and I'd prefer not to behe I-Pod
and cell phone policeman.”

| asked Dr. Hendrickson about his policies on
Halloween costumes. His criteria about masks anapwes
are the same as in the past: not allowed. | asked D
Hendrickson about canes, “If it's absolutely esisério the
costume then okay.” Dr. Hendrickson’s motto is

“Responsible, respectful, and safe” As far as aostu for
Hendrickson said

girls are concerned, Dr.
provocative, keep it modest!”

“Nothing

| asked if he sees any problems with the school’'s
current state. He says he’s still looking, listepirand
learning about Hamilton and the way it works. I“fbund a
problem with something | would talk to the studeatsd
staff before | really changed anything.”

Dr. Hendrickson plans on talking to the students
and parents at some point later in the year abowtthings
are going. Dr. H believes his entrance to the schas been
very smooth. | asked Dr. Hendrickson if there’stamg he
wants the students to know about him. He said “htithe
students to be successful and do the best you caand
have the best experience in school you can. I'maubtto
get you and I'd prefer not to be the I-Pod and péibne
policeman.”

send your

We'd love to hear from you! Please
guestions,
comments to the Harbinger Staff at:

studentnews@elmsd.orqg

letters, or




To Dr. Franks-Randall
Lawdy Luctama ‘11

Our very own Superintendent, Dr.
Carol Franks-Randall is retiring
this year and all of Hamilton
wishes her the best. For all of the

focusing on the educational
journey that students go though,
from Pre-K to Grade 12. When |
ask her what she will miss the
most about Hamilton, she said
that she will miss all of the
students and

years she has been herg
Dr. Randall has given sg %
much to the district.|
Hamilton, Grady and
Dixson have benefited|
greatly from her five years
of service. She hag
initiated several successf
programs that will remain
as part of her legacy: thd

Elmsford  Salute, the
mentor ~ program  for
teachers, curriculum mapping,

and the District art show. Overall,
Dr. Randall has raised the bar for
higher learning,

Hamilton High
School:
How do we stack up?

Diana Vazquez ‘10

Alexander Hamilton is different from
most schools. This is my first year in
this school and it really is different.

Compared to my old school,
Woodlands High School, it is
relatively smaller. This school

doesn’t have a campus which most
schools have. In Woodlands the
school has more land which
surrounded by the woods so | think
you can figure out why it's called

“Woodlands.” Aside from the size of

the school, there are also other
differences. For example, there are
fewer sports to join here. There is no
football team for boys, which | don’t

think is fair. | figure that there

probably isn't a football team

because of the amount of students.
Alexander Hamilton also doesn't

offer lacrosse or field hockey.

faculty, and the
fact that she
would not be able
to meet any new
students or
faculty in the
future. She will
also miss reading
stories to the
children at Grady
<3 and Dixson every
year. We hope she has a great
retirement so she can do new
things. She hopes to travel one
day, to start gardening, and read
as much as she wants. Dr. Randall
will be missed and we wish her a
safe and joyous retirement.

Compared to Woodlands High
School there is also a difference in
class size. In my former school there
sometimes were too many people in
the classroom, which made it harder
to learn. Here there are fewer
students in each class, which | think
is better because the teacher is able to
pay attention and help everyone. The
length of each class is different too.
In Alexander Hamilton, each period
is forty minutes with nine periods
each day. In Woodlands, first period
is fifty minutes and the rest are each
forty-five minutes, with only eight
periods in the day. It's not much of a
difference but Alexander Hamilton
does have a longer school day. | also
noticed that Alexander Hamilton
doesn’t have a mascot, which |
thought was weird.
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In my old school the mascot was a
falcon. The only thing that really

symbolizes this school is its colors,
which are red and white. The most
important difference between the two
schools would have to be safety.
When | went to Woodlands there
were a lot of incidents that occurred.
There was also a lot more fighting
between the students. I'm not saying
it's a bad school. I'm just saying that
there were a lot of people who didn’t
get along. Here at Alexander
Hamilton everybody seems to like
each other. Although I've only been

here a month, | definitely think this

school is safer and the environment
is more conducive to academic
success.



New Students at

Hamilton
Joby Jacob ‘09

his year at Hamilton,
we are fortunate
enough to welcome a

number of new students in the
various grades ranging from seventh
through twelfth. These students come
from local high schools, and some
are even from other countries.

international

these
students are Kristin and Krislin
Cherian, two sisters who moved here

Among new

from India. Kristin, an eleventh
grader, and Krislin, a tenth grader,
spent two and a half years studying
in India before returning to the
United States and joining our school.
Compared to the U.S., school in
India is more difficult, with stricter
teachers, more work (with a lot of

memorizing involved), and
mandatory uniforms. Kristin and
Krislin say that they like it at
Hamilton despite these major

differences in culture. They say that
there are nice teachers here and that
the school is much smaller than in
India. Unfortunately, they are unsure
about joining any clubs or sports yet.
The school sports offered in India are
different from the school sports
offered here; They have decided to
wait until they get to know the school
a little better before they join
anything. The sisters say they miss
their friends from India a great deal
and two of the teachers there as well.
Hopefully, Kristin and Krislin will
meet new friends and teachers here at
Hamilton and create new memories.

Diana Vazquez, a tenth
grader, is also new to our school.
Diana transferred here from
Woodlands High School. Compared
to Hamilton, Woodlands High
School is bigger and has more sports
and activities. However, Diana did
mention that Hamilton is cleaner than
Woodlands. Diana finds Hamilton all
right and says that there are good
classes here. Diana is interested in
joining the Key Club as she was a
part of it in her old school. Diana
enjoys reading a lot, especially
manga. When asked what she misses
from her old school, Diana
mentioned her friends as well as the
bigger library at Woodlands HS.
Also, Diana reminisces of the

computer center at Woodlands HS
where students would be able to go
in and do “whatever they want.” We
hope Diana will be able to find

aspects of Hamilton that she enjoys
just as much as those from her old
school.

Yet another student who
joined our school this year is Ken
Takahashi, a twelfth grader who
moved here from Germany, where he
lived for nine months. He went to
school on a military base, so as one
could imagine, there are many
differences  between the two
experiences of high school. For
example, most of the kids there have
parents on duty and are usually

alone. Among the things Ken really
likes about Hamilton are his new
friends. Ken has joined the SADD
club at Hamilton, the yearbook, and
is interested in joining guitar club
since he plays the electric guitar. He
also enjoys drawing in his free time.
Ken is not really interested in playing
any sports as it has never been a
priority for him. Ken mentions that
he really misses his friends from
Germany, but apparently, his new
friends more than compensate for
them. We look forward to seeing
more of Ken as he completes his
senior year of high school at

Hamilton.

On behalf of the newspaper
and everyone at Hamilton, | would
like to welcome these newcomers to
our school and wish them the best of
luck here at Hamilton.

Like what you see?

Join the Harbinger
Sieli

Thursdays -Room 316
5™ Period lunch.




Class Notes

Ben Rajan ‘08
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Ms. Florio has been thet Qrade advisor for the past nine

years here at Hamilton. Ms. Florio enjoys workinghwhe

freshmen classes because she has taught many of the

students in the past as eighth graders. A posSibigrade
trip is being debated, but it still requires comsable
planning. Other activities, such as Halloween tatoare
also being contemplated. Plans for Class Clashtlic

coming December are going smoothly. The freshmen ar

looking forward to the upcoming Class Clash witljeraess
and enthusiasm. Freshman teamwork and spirit \aileha
strong position at this year’s Clash.

SOHNOMOres

Ms. Revel Davis, the 10grade advisor, has spent three of
her four years as the sophomore class advisor here

Hamilton. She feels that it's quite fun gettingkisow each

of the sophomore classes both inside and outsige th

academic realm. Ms. Revel Davis teaches sevefapifde
global history classes, and proposes that linkiigs tto the
curriculum enhances the learning experience. Atgi@na

possible sophomore trip to the Hammond Museum and

Japanese Stroll Garden is undergoing considerafiooh a

trip would enlighten the significance of Japanesa t

ceremonies and the art of block printing.

foreshadows the approach of somethingundoubtedly a

=]
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Mr. Booth has been the junior class advisor fonaleenty
years (omgosh lol). A trip to see the Broadway show
Phantom of the Opera, has been arranged for ehidy t
December. Other possible class trips and activitiag arise
in early spring. The junior class shows good irgene both
the Broadway show and the approaching Class Clash.
Leaders among the junior class have already sparked
potential ideas for the upcoming Clash this Decembe
“We've never, ever had ideas this early,” exclaimdd
Booth. Booth strongly surmises that the currentguulass
will be definite contenders at this year's Clasadbl

.rJJ =

Ms. Abbate is currently enjoymg her twelfth yeas the
senior class activity advisor. Senior fundraisedude, but
are not limited to: wrapping paper sales for thale
autumn, snowmen, hats, and scarves for the wisigsas,
and flip-flops during the spring / summer seasofiBe
annual senior trip to Florida is gaining momentumd &éoks
promising. “I'd really like to see another memomlgllass
Clash this year,” stated Ms. Abbate. Ideas and etscfor
the Clash are steadily developing. Painting theosemall,
the class photo at Rye Beach, and the senior ftsrtnee all
priorities on the class agenda. Future goals sethfosenior
class include an eventful prom and a successfulugtéon,
as well as to win Class Clash this coming December.
Furthermore, a senior lounge is being contemplatedi
shows promising results.

direct correlation

EDitor’'s Column

The School Newspaper:
Your Harbinger, Our Vitality

Edward Menendez, ‘08

well as,

acknowledge

collective mass of ideas ang topics  and
arguments make up  a ideas that
newspaper, right?  Wrong have stridden
Several individuals may believe that through the

reading a newspaper is one of the mc
boring things to do at any point of th
day, but in essence the inability to finigh
a column comes from the lack @
reverence to the people that put thei
souls into their writing. A school
newspaper is supposed to be

“harbinger,” something or someone th

else, which is made to aid the students
faculty, and overall community of thg
school.

This would assist people {
comprehend
the interests
of several
students; as

brain cells of
the youngest
of adolescents to the eldest of teache
f Writing in itself is a form of catharsis
I"but a newspaper takes that characteris
and uses it as a catalyst by applying t
Qopinions of the writer to meet specifi
At interests of the reader. There

between the success and amusement of
2 a school newspaper to the endeavors of
0 its creators. The students who put their
time, effort, and temperament into the
paper are not only responsible for its
success but they are placed in a very
vulnerable and hostile environment
because of the criticism they will
receive. Adhering to the basic format
and terms of a newspaper may seem
difficult because of the disinterest and
platitudes of reading one by younger
generations. But in order to usurp the
ability to entertain the youth, the
journalists must interview, theorize, and
rsresearch everything they think may hold
potential to have an interesting story.
tidThat is what a school newspaper is all
heabout, the ability to achieve
C entertainment value and self-

s gratification with each issue.



Oh' My Aching Back' CNN.com, the bottom of the backpack security. In the event of an emergency
) ) should not be more than four inches having a cell phone allows help to reach

below the waist. It also suggests puttingyour parents faster and can also save

the heaviest items closet to the back andives.

arranging them so they won't slide.

as it ever occurred to you that

the weight of your backpack | According to the National Safety

can affect you for the rest of | Council, warnings of a heavy
your life? Many teens walk around to | backpack are:

LaDora Cromwell ‘10

So, what's the word?

Are Cell Phones a Problem in School?

and from school with huge backpacks _ HERE’'S WHAT YOU HAD TO SAY:
that may have a long-term effect on Change l?] pEStkae Wfk\en '
their back. What is the cause of this wearing the backpac “

heaviness? The cause for this is the Red marks | feel that the student at Alexander

Hamilton should be allowed to have

tremendous_ amount of - work that Pgln Ahen Wi ! their phones on in the building. Turning
teachers give that involves carrying Difficulty putting on or . , .

. : them off is a bit extreme because in the
loads of binders and textbooks. faking off he backpack event of an emergency they should be on
Some of the textbooks we carry are over Numbness or tingling gency ey

and ready for use. Dr. Hendrickson told
students that: “...our parents should not

. be calling our cell phones...they should
pages, and the Chemistry textbook has be calling the main office in the event of

over nine hundred pages. The AP Euro an emergency.” | don’t know about you
textbook alone has over 1100 pagesTelling teachers to lighten up on the pyt neither one of my parents would go
Many of the books we do carry are homework and the books isn't going t0 gt of their way to contact the school
pretty heavy. However, the things we stop them from giving homework \ihen they have me and my sister on
put in our backpacks are not just limited (although that would be great), but you speed dial.

to the textbooks. The binders can be jusican help lighten the load by carrying
as bad as the textbooks. Carrying twoonly the items you absolutely need. This Arnold Lane. ‘09
and three-inch binders filled with notes may not seem like a big deal now, but ’

and homework leaves no room to puthaving less strain on your back can havey feg| cell phones SHOULD BE
other things. According to the five some rewarding CONsequences o| | OWED in case of any emergencies.
students | surveyed, the amount ofespecially when you get older. My mother or my father definitely would
books they carry depends on the amount not go out of their way by caliing the

of homework they h_ave for that night. school to get in touch with me. Although
Which means there is no way to escapé its the school's policy, | listen to my

one thousand pages. For example, thg
World History textbook has over 1050

the loads parents first.”
on our
backs : .
right? Not Cell Phones: Paris London, ‘09
exactly. A Problem in School? “| feel that cell phones can and are
useful, not only to teachers but students
Kaseem Bouche ‘09 as well. They can help in the learning

process and in emergencies. My cell

Cell phones have become a phone was actually given to me, in part
necessity  for many people in for emergencies. My parents and | feel
schools for use when it is why make the extra effort in a dire
needed. The ability to keep in touch emergency to call the office and wait to

Ms. Cordero, backpacks are fine as IongWith family members and getting accessget me from my class SO | can answer
' ' to e-mail are only a few of the reasonsthe phone? What's best is calling my

g(s)t:]hes{r:ri ujr?dtﬁéogﬁgzi d-g?:‘t;]’ th'H;for the increasing importance of cell cell phone directly. This policy is not
; PS : phones. PARENTS WANT TO KNOW exactly realistic.”
weight distributed evenly. Even if the

weight is distributed evenly, the weight WHERE JIEIEIRSTEIEBREN ARE! ‘

! Cell phones are used for taking pictures Cerete Baltazar, ‘09
of your backpack should not exceed 15 d ) h ¢ cell oh
ercent of carrier's body weight. For and storing .data. The useRe@eXll p ones, p "
b | h iahs 130'S the solution for all the problems in The cell phone “problem” here at
examé) & r? pl)dersor: who weighs th schools right now. They are the perfect Hamilton exists because the students
{)ount S S O(;'I Mno carry mor((aj_ atln way to stay connected with others andtook advantage of a privilege. As a
wenty pounds. More over, according oprovide the user with a sense ofresult of the various abuses of cell

According to the Hamilton school nurse,



phone use (calls and texting during
class, calling other students during
school, lateness to class due to cell
phone use) the privilege was taken [&
away. Instead of flaunting the use of e =
cell phones and iPods the students
should have kept their use to a minimum
and only during permitted hours and
places. Students are here in school to |
learn. Not to be interrupted by an
incoming call or distracted in making
an outgoing call or interfering with the
educational process with reading or [
sending a text message. If a parent in |
an “emergency” needs to speak with
their child, a system is already in place
to deal with that situation. Calling
friends in other schools or receiving
calls from friends outside of Hamilton
can only create chaos in the
classroom.”

Mr. Disbrow, Health Teacher

As the parent of a teenager | can
appreciate the peace of mind that | have
knowing my daughter can reach out i
the event of an emergency. However, g
a school administrator | can also speakl
to the fact that all phone usage in schoo
is rarely attributed to emergencies and
are a distraction to the learning
environment. So, an emergency tha
happens during the school day can b
handled by contacting either my office
or Dr. Hendrickson's because cell
phones have no place in the educationa
program.

Dr. Calvi, Assistant Principal

VOICES FROM THE
HALLS

Eugene Bender ‘10

QUESTION: What do you think of
Alexander Hamilton’s wellness
policy?

Madeline Hirshan:

“It's a good idea and helps prevent
childhood obesity and promotes
healthier choices for children. But
people who don't agree with the
policy just go out and get pizza. It
makes it hard to do fundraisers for
our clubs like bake/candy sales.”

Thomas Henson:

“I don't like it. It hasn't eliminated
the fact that we still serve greasy
food like fries. | don’t see any
change.”

Jherry Ramirez:

“I think it's wrong. It's not the
school’s responsibility to watch your
eating habits. It's up to the kids to
change their diet. | meamwe still

go out and get Burger King. So it
hasn’t changed anybody'’s attitudes.”

Hamilton Idol Is Back!

Imani Shabazz ‘09

showcase their talents and are criticized or pddisejudges.

Our past show Hamilton Idelill be happening this year again!

The hilarious and excitg talent show was started years ago at Hamiltore
show was first called “Follies” but then the namasvehanged to “Hamilton Idol
a spin off of the Fox show, American Idoh which various groups of peoy

Just like Idol, teachers play the roles of SimoaylB and Randy, the judges 1
the competition. Simon is played by Mr. Egan, Rarsdyiayed by Mr. Thompso
and Paula Abdul is played by Dr. Calvi. The showb&ng brought back b

popular demand arwill hopefully be showcased by Decemt I 7




Derrick Vallejos ‘10

In honor of Hispanic Heritage

Month, | have interviewed some

of my Latino classmates about

their heritage and culture. Latin

America is a big place and all

the countries are not the same.

Hamilton High School is a

diverse school with Hispanic students from all oatin
America: from Mexico to Peru. The current montlais
special time to learn about, celebrate and appeetia
cultures we come from.

| spoke to sophomore, Marco Rosas, about his Mexina
heritage.

Q: What is your favorite part about being Mexican?
A: My favorite part of being Mexican is the foodjlwre,
and music, especially Chicano music and slang.

Q: What is your favorite Mexican dish?
A: Quesadillas and Pozole.

Q: Which Mexican in history doyou
look up to or admire and why?

A: | would say Pancho Villa because he
died fighting for our people.

Q: Was there ever a moment in your life
that made you proud to be Mexican?

A: | think that there is no specific moment becalise

proud to be Mexican every waking moment of my life!

Q: How do you think being Mexican affects your
personality or the way you act?

A: | think it changes the way | speak and it makesvalue
everything a little more because | never forgetn@Hecome
from.

Sophomore, Sebastian Puerta, is Colombian.

Q: What is your favorite part about being ColomBian
A: My favorite part about being Colombian is tha ere
cool, hot, sexy beasts.

Q: What is your favorite Colombian
dish?

A: Arepas, empanadas, chorizo, and
bunuelos.

Q: Which Colombian in history do
you look up to or admire and why?
A: El Pive Valderrama because he was a really gooder
player and his hair was so long he looked likesa.tr

Q: Was there ever a moment in your life that maole y
proud to be Colombian?
A: When Colombia won the Copa America in 2001.

8

Q: How do you think being
Colombian affects your
personality or the way you
act?

A: | think it makes me a
little more sociable,
especially when I'm playing
soccer.

Hamilton sophomore, Anthony Lopez’s heritage is frm
El Salvador.

Q: What is your favorite part about being Salvaao?i
A: My favorite part about being Salvadorian is ttret
people are proud even though it is such a smattcgu

Q: What is your favorite Salvadorian dish?
A: Pupusas

Q: Which Salvadorian in history do

you look up to or admire and why?

A: Padre Romero, because he stood up
for the poor in El Salvador even

though it cost him his life.

Q: Was there ever a moment in your
life that made you proud to be Salvadorian?
A: When | went to El Salvador, | was amazed at how
resourceful even the poorest people were and always
maintain their pride and spirit even if life is dleaging.

Q: How do you think being Salvadorian affects your
personality or the way you act?

A: | think it makes me proud because people domivk a
lot about my culture, like pupusas, a well-keptreec

Deborah Segura is a sophomore who is proud to say
she’s from the Dominican Republic.

Q: What is your favorite part about being Dominigan

A: | would say that my favorite part about beingriinican

is that we are loving people and we have great.fbatso
love our music like Bachata and
Perico Ripiao.

Q: What is your favorite
Dominican dish?

A: My favorite is arroz con
habichuelas y pollo al horno con
platanos maduros.

Q: Which Dominican do you look up to or admire avity?
A: My mami because she came to this country whenvsis
in her twenties and didn’t know any English. Wéiés
learned and now she is a hardworking mother sujmgomny
brother and me, and still has time to do what sastsv

Q: Was there ever a moment in your life that maole y
proud to be Dominican?



A: Recently | felt proud when this Dominican guyasw
around Manhattan twice and broke a record.

Q: How do you think being Dominican affects your
personality or the way you act?

A: | think it makes me a little cocky in a way besa | am
always walking around with my head up high justehese |
know I'm Dominican and lot of great people in thisrld
are Dominican and have achieved their goals anahase

AT THE MOVIES:

HAIRSPRAY

Madeline Hirshan ‘10

recent film that topped the charts and

entertained thousands of people was

Hairspray. Hairspray is based on the
Broadway musical which came from the 1980’s
movie. One might think that this movie is boring,
dull, or like every other musical-based movie. On
the contrary, this movie has catchy music and an
equally entertaining storyline. Some popular songs
include: “Good Morning Baltimore,” “Mama
Welcome to the Sixties,” “Lady’s Choice,” and
many more! These songs will get stuck in your
head and you will be singing them for weeks later.
The cast isn't so bad eitherl Newcomer to
Hollywood, Nikki Blonsky plays main character,
Tracy, a chubby girl who wants to make it on
television. John Travolta, known for his
performance in the classic movie musical,
“Grease,” dresses up as a woman playing Tracy’s
mother, and Christopher Walken plays her father.
Zac Efron, Queen Latifah, Amanda Bynes, Elijah
Kelly, and Brittany Snow all contribute in making
this film memorable.Hairspray will keep you
dancing in your seats throughout the movie. It's
definitely worth seeing.

ON TELEVISION:

GREY'S ANATOMY

Sandra Salinas ‘09

Are you a hugésrey’s Anatomy fan? Well, I, for one, am.
There’s so much drama, and who doesn't love dradfmasu
haven't seen it, you need to start. You will surbBcome
addicted. Also, it improves your vocabulary by tof®r
example, | now know what the correct terms arenfiany
illnesses. That's how much of a fanatic I've becorfkis
suspenseful drama will have you on the edge of yeats.
Entering their first year as residents, Mereditley;Cristina
Yang, lzzie Stevens and Alex Karev in seasons twe,
and three are the interns of a so-called Nazi!igwt in the
fourth season they have interns of their own to toveThe
interns are welcomed by new chief resident Calimong
the new interns are George, forced to repeat hésriship
after failing his exams, and Lexie Grey, Meredithalf-
sister. Many new interns will be introduced in tB&ason’s
premiere. They'll have their hands full when a ¢hcar
accident sends multiple casualties pouring into ttfea
Grace. Some of the doctors need to deal with theiw
stressed out interns. Cristina searches for Bumenow ex-
fiancé that left her at the altar. Richard resuinisspost as
chief of surgery. Derek and Meredith reach an impas
Bailey (the Nazi) wrestles with things at the hésipinot
turning out like she thought they would. Well, asuycan
see, the fourth season already seems interestingdin’t
wait ‘til it starts. Enjoy a great hour of yourdithat you will
for sure not regret. The most amazing show in mipiop
airs every Thursday at 9:60 on channel 7! See you there!

HEROES

Shaquasia Charles ‘10

The new season ofleroes premiered on Monday,
September 24, 2007 full of new twists and characied an
interesting plot. In an interview given to the Gétiork it
was revealed that the second season will focusnoolder
generation of Heroes. This season’s heroes wiltdr{ive
normal lives and blend in with everyone. Also, avrspin-
off calledHeroes Originswill introduce new characters that
the viewers at home can choose to stay on the sHemaes
was nominated for eight Emmys and won many other
awards. You can go get the first season in stooss and
watch new episodes on Mondays.



Geoff's
WrestleManiac’s
Corner

Geoff Coggeshall ‘08

RAW The Unforgiving John Cena
and Mr. Cena

=

John Cena got himse
unintentionally disqualified at th
Unforgiven Pay-Per-View 0
September 16, 2007. He did this py
forcing Randy Orton into th
turnbuckle and repeatedly hitting hi
even after the ref gave a five count.
Orton then pulled John Cena’s father
out of the audience and Cena attacked
Randy and locked in the STFU. This
allowed his Dad to kick Orton in th
head in payback for what Orton did to
him at the previous Raw.

D

ECW News

C.M. Punk won the EC
World Title on September 11, 200f.
At Unforgiven he retained hi
champion status as the ECW World
Title against the ECW # 1 contender
Elijah Burk.

Smackdown

On the Smackdown sid
Batista was victorious on his tripl
threat match against the Great Khali
and Rey Mysterio. He took Khali’
World Heavyweight Title. Batist
unbelievably spinebustered Khali, and
pushed Rey Mysterio out of the ring
to get a 3 count.

The Undertaker made fa
triumphant return at Unforgive
beating Mark Henry. The sel
proclaimed Silverback was beaten
1,2,3 by Taker’'s famous last ride. The
Undertaker made it clear that he was
after Batista’s gold by placing
imaginary belt around his waist. Thijs
will be a match well worth waitin
for since Taker only had the title for|a
month.
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GAMES:

Halo 3

Shaquasia Charles ‘10

One the most talked about game out
right now is Halo 3. Halo 3 is a first
person shooter game and is the final
version of the Halo series. It was
released on September 26, 2007 in the
United States. The game features new
vehicles and weapons. The main
playable character in the game is
Master Chief. Much of the advertising
has focused on appealing to the
general public, rather than just
hardcore fans of the game. Halo 3
also holds the record for the biggest
opening day in entertainment history,
making $170 million dollars in its
first 24 hours.

Hop was baggy jeans and long tee
shirts that didn't fit with the latest
sneakers that were out. Well,
according to Mr. West that is the old
hip hop and he has set the standards
so high by wearing designer names
like Gucci jackets with the matching
sheakers and fitted pants. He also
sports a man bag which is a little
risky to other entertainers. Is he gay?
That's what the people ask but Kanye
is far from being homosexual. In fact
he is engaged to the beautiful fashion
designer Alexis Pheiffer, founder of
record label GOOD (GETTING OUT
OUR DREAMS). Kanye knows
nothing but how to put out good
music. His first album entitled
College Dropoutwhich was released
in 2004 was very successful and
satisfying to all his fans. In 2005
Kanye's second album Late
Registrationwas released which was
also successful selling more than
College Dropout Kanye West's third
album Graduationwas

MUSIC:

Kanye West

Shayla Baylock ‘08

but disrespectful to

say that Kanye West
is not a musical geniug
and the savior of hip hop,
Kanye West is a rappe
and a record produce
who has had an
everlasting impact on the

I t would be nothing

released on September
11, the same day as
rapper 50 Cent. Kanye
West outsold rapper 50
cent winning their
little competition that
was going on. Kanye's
two singles off his
latest album entitled
"Stronger" and "Can't
tell  me  nothing"
flooded the charts
rising to number one.
One of Kanye West's
biggest influences is
producer RZA from

music industry. What he

offers is nothing a rapper has ever
brought to the tables of hip hop

before in history and he is recognized
for his incredible talents, but most
importantly his style. Kanye is unique

in many ways: one being that he fears
nothing but himself. He has said that
the only thing he thinks about at the
end of the day is failing himself by

not satisfying his millions of fans

worldwide. Kanye's personal style is
also very unique because it's not
considered to be "hip hop." Well,

what is the style of "hip hop?" Hip

the group Wu Tang
Clan. West said that is wasn't easy for
him to become a rapper because no
one thought that his style related to
hip hop. His mentor Jay-Z even had
doubts about his succeeding in the
industry. Kanye West got his first
start from Roca Fella record label
founder Damon Dash. To this day
Kanye says that Damon Dash is one
of his heroes because he believed in
him when no one else did.



fundamentally sound at the
game of volleyball. He
hopes that next year there
will be just as much interest
among girls to play
volleyball and that he will
have the same quality
players. A really
memorable moment for Coach Murphy was their game

Bump, Set, Spike!
Joby Jacob ‘09

his year's volleyball season began a week before
school even started. The Varsity and Junior \Aarsit

teams practiced hard and saw many promising players
Modified volleyball started later on in the yeardaallowed
seventh and eighth graders to discover their lawe thie

game.

The Varsity
volleyball team has
five returning seniors
and five new juniors.
This year's seniors

include Ashley

Varughese, Sherin
Thomas, Betsy
Saavedra,  Elizabeth

Cacaj, and Briana McGhee, most of whom are starting

players. The juniors on the team are Shereen highhe,

Tancy Thomas, Joby Jacob, Jensine Thomas, and Gina

Orzuna. Most of these players have been playifigymall
for Hamilton since they were in seventh grade alayqu
modified volleyball. This team shows much potdntiad
exhibits incredible skill at the game of volleyballhe team

has won two games this season. The Varsity vadlityb

coach, Coach Florio, sees all the potential inteam. She
says that the team is improving with every gamée Says
that the girls are great and that they play reatyl together.

Coach Florio hopes to send

her girls to camp next
summer and work on their
fundamentals.  With this
experience, the girls will
have the skills to play
volleyball at a higher level.
One of the defining

moments of this season for
Coach Florio was the home game against Blind Brook.

Although our team lost, the girls pushed it out fiore
matches. Coach Florio looks forward to a couplegobd
wins in the rest of the season. The Varsity vdibdlyteam
has a lot of skill and is tough, pushing througimga even
when they’re behind. The team has a lot of spinid really
loves the game of volleyball.

This year's Junior
Varsity team demonstrates
incredible talent to play
volleyball. The  team,
comprised of freshmen and
sophomores, has won a majority
of their games. Their coach,
Coach Murphy, is extremely
proud of his team. He mentioned that the teamrhaly
improved from last year when there was noticealelyelr
girls to play for the JV team. He says that thentds still
jeling as a team.

versus Valhalla. The team, initially behind in aHiree
games, lost the first game, won the second, andti@third

game. Also, he is proud of his team for their cbawks even
after some bad defeats. This year's JV team isoobly

very talented, and Hamilton is proud to have sutdaan.

When the volleyball season ends around the end of

October, the girls on all three teams will havedrtheir best
to bring home victory for Hamilton in every gam&Ve are
proud of our Lady Raiders and commend them for thaid
work this volleyball season.

He wants the girls to be more

Raider Runners Go the Distance
Jeff Fleurinord’09

Regarding the new cross country “club,” Mr. AieBaid he
was impressed with the success of the Hamiltork ttaam.
He wants to see the team go to the next level hadbest
way is to have the runners running all year long. trhd
always thought about developing a long distancenteehe
club meets three times a week. During their mewsty tun
on the bike trail, around campus and the field. Sahthe
students that have joined the club are Arnold Ld?ietro
Mazzella, Russell Tobias, and Esosa Ekhkator. Tinmers
think that the club seems to be okay so far, but Mello

says they think its okay now but when the runniatsdonger
and the hills gets steeper only time will tell. Tdleb is not a
team yet so therefore they can not compete witbragams
but hopefully next year they will be fully develapand turn
themselves into a team to compete against otheotth

Mr. Aiello
and his
group
hope to
achieve
“team”
status next
year!
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Elmsford Day 2007:
A Good Time Had By
All?

Sandra Salinas ‘09

| don’t know when the Elmsford Day
celebration began in our glorious little
village, maybe as far back as 1870.
This was my third time attending and
it certainly is a thrill that we look
forward to every year. For those who
don’t know, Elmsford Day is a fun-
packed day that begins at 24 with

a town parade then off to Deluca park
for fun, food, and festivities with
family and friends. There are all kinds
of food and rides.

Some say that this year wasn't as
much fun as last year. People say that
the community didn’t put as much

effort into it this year as they have in
years past. Although | notice that it's
different every year, it's all good.

Either way, teens say that Elmsford
Day is a good place to “chill with

friends” and “get free food.” Ken

Takahashi said “I went because there
was tons of free food and a stand
where | can get free tattoos.” On the
contrary, Susan Muller said angrily,

“They didn’t let me in!" because

apparently after a certain time you
can't enter if you are under eighteen
and not with a parent. But there is a
bright side to Susan’'s entry denial.
She still had a blast outside talking to
her friends through the fence and her
generous friends sneaked food to her.

See you at Elmsford Day 2008!

TheHarbingeris the
voice of the students.
Let your voice be
heard! We meet
Thursdays, Room
316, %" period
Lunch.

V)
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Submit your photos an
stories to us at

studentnews@elmsd.ort

Dear L&M,

| hate school! Teachers give
way too many tests and too much
homework. | am often working on my
homework for five hours every night.
My parents put so much pressure on
me and that doesn’t help me juggle
school and sports. | am so stressed all
of the time and | am not doing very
well in school anymore from all of the
pressure. | never have time to relax or
enjoy my teenage years. | like to play
sports but | think | have to quit
because | barely have time to
complete my homework. | think it is
the right thing to do but | don’t want
to give up on the things | love to do.
What should | do?

Super Stressed

Dear Super Stressed,

First, stop panicking and
relax for a second. Try putting
yourself on a schedule everyday. Set
a specific time for everything you do
such as such as school work, sports
and chores. Things may seem
overwhelming when you look at it
from a whole. Try taking everything
one day at a time and don't stress out.
Stress doesn’t help anything at all. It
only leads to problems such as

depression, experimentation  with
drugs or headaches. Stress will also
only lead to relationship problems
with you friends and may make you
appear tired and old. It will just make
your life even harder. Allow yourself
some time each week to do something
you enjoy and relax.
L&M

Dear L&M,

Ever since the school year
started, my friends have changed
dramatically. Every time | am around
my friends | feel left out and lonely.
Sometimes, when | try to start a
conversation, they always seem
uninterested. | try really hard to gain
their acceptance. They leave me
during lunch and don't tell me where
they are going. | feel like | have no
friends. | am a shy person and have a
hard time making friends and now
that | lost all of my friends, | have to
start all over again. They don't even
acknowledge me in conversations. |
just don't know why they ostracize me
or what | should do now. Please lead
me in the right direction.

Friendless in EImsford

Dear Friendless in EImsford,

Do you think your friends
are actually excluding you? Maybe
since you are a shy person, you
should speak up more often. People
can sometimes take your quietness as
a sign of a sign of boredom. People
will not always approach you so you
will have to be more proactive and
not just wait for people to come to
you. That may not always happen.
Try talking to new people and start a
conversation or try talking to your
friends. If they still don't seem
interested, move on. You can't please
everyone. Make new friends, it may
be hard, but you deserve to be with
friends who appreciate you. Life is
too short not to be happy.

L&M

L&M (Ladora and

Maddie) welcome your
letters! You can email them
at studentnews@elmsd.org




